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PREFACE. 


Filf-Igve, which like Fire covets to re- 

"DJ ſolve all things into it ſelf, makes 
men they care not what Villany or 
what Impiety they af, ſo it may but con- 
duce to their own advantage. And from 
hence it was, that the Heathens turned 
Religion into a Trade, wherein the mot 
gainful was their Sacrifices : mendicantes 
vicatim Deos ducunt ; 4 God was then as 
fit an obje& for Charity, as now a broken 
Arm, or a wooden Leg © nor did they coi- 
ſider their Gods any otherwiſe, than ſor 
their own InterefF. Now as Muſick hath 
that Sympathetich, power, to heighten that 
Paſſion which is mot predominant in 
mens Natures, whether of Mirth or Me- 
lancholly ;, ſo likewiſe Religion- if it meets *» 
with good Nature , it makes it better, but ” 
if with bad Nature, it makes it worſe : 
not that true Religion is here to be blamed, 
but ouly thoſe ill conſtitutions, wherein the 
moſt Sacred Inſtrutions turn ſower. Ob- 
durate hearts are ever mo$t ſubje# to 
Atheiſm, whereas ſofter Natures are ever 
more inclined to Superſtition 5 in which 
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Preface; 
, atter, Devotion 3s ever more, ftrevalent 


27 han Judgment : for as Philoſophy applies 


7 t ſelf _—_ fo doth Religion to'P af 


ſton; and therefore none are ſo ſucceſsful, 


as thoſe Fanatical ſellers of words, who 
are moſt quarrelſom with their 'Pulpits : 
whereby Mes have a double advantage, firſt 
they appear more zealows to the World ; 
and ſetondly, the Nonſenſe they deliver is 
not ſo eaſily diſcerned by the credulous 
multitude, who are ever raviſhed with the 
Tone and Noiſe, and praiſe not the [ord 
bit through the Noſe. 

The Immortal God is of too ſublime a 
Nature, to be comprehended by us Mor- 
tals ; wherefore 10 men are ſo great A- 
#heifts, as thoſe who make a livelihood by 
telling F yes of his mot Sacred Ma jeſty £ 
converſo in precium Deo. How man 
Religions are there in the World, which 


(though of contrary Principles to one ano- 


ther) yet all pretend themſelves derived 
from one and the ſame Tnfutite Being ! 
Therefore he who would be of the moſt ex- 
eellent Faith, muſt try all, and then ( as 
St. Paul adviſes.) hold faft that which is 
heit. He ſhould ao by the ſeveral Reli- 
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Preface: 

305, 4s Potamon of Alexandria id by 
the many Sets of Philoſophy, elec what 
was good out of each, and relinquiſh the 
bad. Now moſt Religions'(excepting ours) 
being tainted wich the "IntereSF of the 
Clergy, he muſt examine ani conſider 

them accordingly : For if a Porter ſhould 
come and tell me, he had brought me ſuch 

aiTetter from my Father, anal the firs} 

part of the T etter ſhould] teach Obedience 

to Parents, but the latter part of it ſhoul# 
rommand me to give the ſuifl Torter half 
my Fftate; in this caſe 1 ſhould ( not- 

withftending the teſtimony of his brother 
Porters ) without ſome futther demonſtra- 

tion, believe the I etter a counterfeit as 

alſo that the firſt part of it, which taught 

Obedience, was only to make way for the 

ſecond and principal clauſe , viz. the gi- 

vine the Porter money. 

Now moſt of the Heathen Prieſts were 
ſuch Porters, and their Arcana Divini- 
tatis but ridiculoys Nothings, wherewith 
they deluded the Vulgar. As I have heard 
of a Conntry- Alehouſe-keeper, who being 


a crafty Knavg, deviſed this trick to get 


a ready went for his Liquor : He gave out 
j 4 
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4 report at ſeveral Market-Towns , that 

he had taken a monſtrous Beaſt in ſuch a 

il Wood 5; whereupon many Country-people 

j flock'd in to ſee this wonderful Beaſt, 
which out of policy he kept in the dark 
corner of a Room, withdll adviſing the peo- 
ple not to approach too near him, for fear 
of danger : bat this not ſatisfying the cu- 
rioſity of one of the Clowns, who had drank, 
higher than the reſt, he runs into this 
Matter unties hint, and brings him out 
into the light ; where this Creature (whicb 
had —_ fo many lyes, quarrels and 
diſputes about the Nature of him, whilſ# 
he remain d in the dark) proved after all, 
to be nothing but a little Cur-dog in 4 
Doublet : Parturiunt montes, naſcetur 
ridiculus mus. However, the 1241 had his 
deſign in ſelling off his Liquor. 

Such were the myſteries of the ancient 
Featheniſh Keligions, and what T have fe 
here written concerns them only © for when 

_ Chriſt came into the World, he deliver d 
. « Dodrine ſo pious, juſt, and neceſſary, , 
that Cevengs its Infancy ) its own merits C p 
ſupported it, without the aſſiſtance of 
4 rinces or Grandees, What is more rea- Inj 


| ? ſonable 


Preface. 
ſonable than to forbear thoſe [ uſts which 


will ruine as both here and hereafter 2 
or who but a madman would condemn 
that Law for unjuSt, which prohibits hinz 
from murdering himſelf ? and Chriſt doth 
0 move. \Now if the Law be good, what 
zmſt the Law-giver be £ for ſuch as the 
Fruit is, ſuch muſt the Tree be alſs. Some 
have even among the Heathens been ye- 
ported to have wrought Miracles, as Apol- 
lonjus Tyanzus; others have deliver d 
good DoFrines, as Plato, Sencca, Epicte- 
tus, &c. but what one man ever did both 
to that perfeFion, as Chriit did £ Many 
in all Religions have dyed to juſtifie their 
Opinions; but who like the Primitive 
Chriſtians, ever dyed to juſtifie the truth 
of Miracles, which they beheld with their 
own eyes © But this is unneceſſary, for 
t that T write not to Eeathens, but Chri- 
Zanss 
The general decay of Piety, hath in 1: 
moſt Religions whatſoever proceeded front 
J> the exemplary viciouſneſs of tieir Clergy, )) 
i. (though perhaps leſs in ours, than in 
of others ; for I am unwilling to raiſe an un- 
, Jnſt outcry againſt a good Air, becauſe 
8 fome 
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ſome few debauch d+ perſons dye" in' jt. ) 
Should a Phyſician prohibit all Mankind 

rom'Wine, as poyſonows,; and preſently he 
himfelf ſhould drink; ſome, I had reaſon to 


queſtion the truth of his former opinion, 


and ſhould have cauſe to believe, that he 
coveted to: monopolize the be$F Wines for 
himfelf. What Feathen Prieſts could with 


any confidence prohibit Marther, when 


they themſelves did ſo frequently ſacrifice 


poor © innocent men' in their Temples 2 
with what juſtice could that Prieſt who 
aſſiſted at the Rape. of Paulina i the 


Temple of Apis, proſcribe Adulteries or 


Rapes 2 
If Shepherds go themſelyes aſtray, 
How ſhould their Sheep ere find rhe way? 


If he that Teaches, is to Learn, 
How ſhould the Scholar truth diſcern ? 


Yale. 


THE 


PREFACE 
"Y Flf-Iove, which like Fire covets to re- 
: "ſolve aff things into it ſelf, makes 
men they care not what Villany or 
what Tmpiety they aF, ſo it may but con- 
duce to their own advantage.. And from 
hence it was, that the Heathens turnet1 
Religion into a Trade, wherein the mot 
gainful was their Sacrifices - mendicantes 
vicatiin Deos ducunt; 4 God was ther as 
fit an obje& for Charity, as now @ broker 
Arm, or a wooden Leg : nor did they con- 
ſider their Gods any otherwiſe, than ſor 
their own TInterefÞ. Now as Muſich hath 
that Sympathetick power, to heighten that 
Paſſion which is mo$t predominant 1 
mens Natures, whether of Mirth or Me- 
lancholly, ſo likewiſe Religion if it meets 
with good Nature, it makes it better, but 
if with bad Natnre, it makes it worſe - 
rot that trae Religion is here to be blamed, 
but only thoſe ill conſtitutions, wherein the 
moſt Sacred TnſtruBions turn ſower. Ob- 
durate hearts are ever mot ſubje# to 
Atheiſm, whereas ſofter Natures are ever 
more inclined to Superſtition 3 7n which 
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latte#, Devotion is ever more prevalent 
than Tudement : for ds Philoſophy applies 
it ſelf to Reaſon, ſo doth Religion'to Paſ- 
ſton; and therefore none. are ſo ſucceſsfil, 
4s thoſe Fanatical ſellers of words, wha 
are moſt quarrelſom with their Tulpits : 


whereby they have a double advantage, firſt 


'they appear more zealogs to the World ; 


and ſecondly, the Nonſenſe they deliver is 
not ſo eaſily diſcerned by the credulous 
multitude, who are ever raviſhed with the 
Tone and Noiſe, and praiſe not the Lord 
but through the Noſe.” ©. 

The Immortal God ig of too ſublime a 
Natare, to be comprehended by us Alor- 


tals 5 wherefore no men are ſo great A- 


#heifts, as thoſe who make a livelihood by 


telling Þ yes of his mo$t Sacred Majeſty : 


conveiſo in precium. Deo. Flow many 
Religions are there in the World; which 


. (though of contrary Principles to one ans- 
"ther yet all pretend themſelves derived 


from one and the ſame Tnfirtite Being |! 


Therefore he who would be of the moſt ex- 
. eeflent Faith, muſt try all, and then ( as + 
St. Paul adviſes) hold faſt that which is | 
beit. Fe ſhould do by the ſeveral Reli- . 
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$i0n5,-45 Potamon of Alexandria did by 
the many Sets of Philoſophy, ele® what 
was good out of each, and relinquiſh the 
bad. Now moſt Religions (excepting ours) 
being tainted with the Intereſt of the 
Clergy, he muſt examine and conſider 
them accordingly : For if a Porter ſhould 
come and tell me, he had brought me ſuch 
a Letter from:my Father, and the firs 
part of the Þ etter ſhould teach Obedience 
to Parents, but the latter part of it ſhould 
command me to give the ſaid Porter half 
my Eſtate; in this caſe 1 ſhould ( not- 
withſtanding the teſtimony of his brother 
Porters ) without ſome further demonſtra- 
tion, believe the Letter a counterfeitz as 
alſo that the firſt part of it, which tanght 
: Obedience, was only to make way for the 
| ſecond and principal clauſe, viz. the gi- 
» | ving the Porter money. 
- + Now moſt of the Heathen rieſts were 
I + ſach Porters, aud their Arcana Divini- 
/ \tatis but ridiculous Nothings, wherewith 
- they deluded theVulgar. As T have heard 
s of a Conntry- Alehouſe-keeper, who being 
is 4 craſty Knave, deviſed this trick to get 
i= -& ready vent for his Liquor « He gave ont 
1s, a 
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a report at ſeveral Market-Towns , that jor 
the. had taker a monſfirons Beaſt in fuch's 


Food; whereupon many  Conntry-people - 
q flook'd - in t2-'fee this wonderful Boat, Sa 
J which ont -of polity he kept in the-dark, 3'* 


| corner of x Room, withdI adviſing thepeo- 
le vt to-approach too near bin, for\feur Fe 
of danger « 'but this not-ſatksfying the tu- . 
Woſity of one-of the Clowns who hat drank, 
tygher \than-the'reft, he runs into this For 
AMonSter, unties him, and brings hin ont bi 
rho the light ; where this Creature ny [he 
hed vccaſron'd ſo mariy Iyes, quarrels und 
aifpntes about the Nature: of him, whilſt 
he remain d in the dark) proved after all, Op 
# be. nothing but a little Car-dog in 'a ©, 
Donblet : Partnriont montes, naſcetur of 
—_ mis. However, the 1141 had his 
bg: in felling off his Liquor. 
4 uf = jor the ancient % 
Heatheniſh Relegions, and what T have 
bere written concerns them only + for when 
Chriſt came into the World, he deliver'd 1h, 
a Dodtrine ſo piows, juft; and neceſſary, (t 
that (evengn its Infancy ) its own merits |, 
Jupported it, without the aſſiſtance of  ; 
il Pronces or Grandees, What 15 more rea- 
[11 ſonable 
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ſonahle. thay to. forbear thoſe. T uſts which, 
: mill. ruine. #s. bath, here and. hereaftey 2 
or wha, but a madmau would condemn; 
that Law for unju$t, which prohibits hixe., 
fram. murdering himſelf ? aud Chriſt dath., 
10. 49:6, Nom if the Law. be, good, what. 
inſt the Law: giver be? for ſuch as the, 
Fruit is, ſuch muſt. the Tree be alſs. Some, 
have even among the. Fleathens. been re». 
ported to have wrought Miracles, as Apol-. 
- lonius,, Tyanzus; others have. deliver 4 
' good DoFGrines, as Plato, Sencca, Epicte- 
tus, &*c. but what one man ever. did both 
to. that perfeFion, as Cbriit did £ Many 
in all Religions have dyed to juſtifie theay 
Opinions; but who like the Primitive 
Chriſtians, ever dyed to. juſtifie the truth 
of Miracles, which they beheld with their 
own eyes £ But this is unneceſſary, for 
that I write not to Heathens, but Chri- 
Ians. | 
The general decay of Piety, hath in 
moſt Religions whatſoever proceeded front 
the exemplary viciouſneſs of their Clergy 3 
(though perhaps leſs in ours, than in 
others; for I am unwilling to raiſe an un- 
Juſt outcry againſt a good Air, becauſe 
fome 
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ſome few debauch'd perſons dye in it.) 
Should a Phyſician prohibit all Mankind 
from Wine, as poyſonows, and preſently he 
himſelf ſhould drink, ſome, I had reaſon to 


queſtion the truth of his former opinion, 


and ſhould have cauſe to believe, that he 
coveted to monopolize the be$F Wines for 
himpelf. What Heathen Prieſts could with 
any confidence prohibit Murther, when 
they themſelves did ſo frequently ſacrifice 
poor innocent men in their Temples £2 
with what juſtice could that Prieſt who 
affied at the Rape of Paulina 7 the 

emple of Apis, proſeribe Adulteries or 
Rapes £2 | 


If Shepherds go themſelyes aſtray, 

How ſhould their Sheep ere find the way? 
If he that Teaches, is ro Learn, 

How ſhould the Scholar truth diſcern ? 
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OF THE 
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T; he Proem. 


Diſcourſe concerning Heathen 
| A Religions in genera], were 

certainly a valt undertaking, 
and vain ; it being too immenſe a la- 
bour for any one man, either by read- 
ing ſufficiently to comprehend theAn- 
cient Idolatry, or by Travel through 
both the Tzdies to diſcern that of this 


Age. Nor would it be leſs vain, if 


poſſible to be attain'd : For all Super- 
ſtitions are to the people but like (e- 
veral Sports to Children, whichvary- 


ing 
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Ing in their ſeveral Seaſons, yield them 
pretty entertainment for the time, and 
when grown out-.of requeſt, deſerve 
no further conſideration, but are ſtil] 
ſupplanted by new ones to the ſame 
purpoſe. Therefore to abbreviate my 
undertaking, after having tonched a 
little upon the Original of Idolatry, 
I do in the reſt of this diſcourſe con- 
fine my: ſelf to one part of their Su- 
perſtition, 25z. their Sacrifices, and 
more eſpecially their Sanguinary ones, 
as being the moſt horrid and brutiſh 
of all others : Alſo in them I obſerve 
only their ſeeming Rational and Po- 
htick Fundamentals, without mten- 
tioning the Sacerdotal particulars in 
the celebration of their fantaſtical Ce- 
remonies 3 which are innumerable, 
though in effec but like the Ribbands 
on a Hobby-horſe. Now it any Hypo- 


crite to glorifie his own zeal, ſhould 


pretend that a diſcourſe of this na- 


turedoes through the Heathen Sacri- 


fices,” reproach: thoſe of Moſes, which 


reſembled them-but in outward ap- 
tet 21vepearafice,' he "miſt *receive himſelf 


from 
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Idolatry and Satrifices. 


from that: error, if he rightly appre- 

hends the difference : For the''one 
juſtifies his Inſtitutions as directed to 

the true God, and --ordain'd as Typi- 

cal by his appointment ; whereas rhe 

other (viz. thoſe of the Heathen ) had 
neither of theſe Qualifications, and 
therefore no more ought to be ſpared 
for their reſemblance to thoſe of the 
Jews, then-a Criminal ought to be 
pardoned for wearing: the ſame co- 

loured Garments. with the Judge. 
Moreover, for the further juſtification 
of this Treatiſe, I have the Holy 
Scriptures for my Preſident, wherein 
we may often find recorded the Ido- 
latry of the Ancient Heathens, viz. of 
fuch as ſacrificed to Baal, and offer'd 
up Cakes to the Queen of Heaven : 
Therefore all further Apologies I ſhall 
decline, as unneceſſary in fo brief a 
Narrative. 


Sect. I. 


Before Religion, that is to ſay, Sa- 
crifices, Rites, Ceremomies, pretended 
Revelations, and the like, were 1n- 

B 2 vented 
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vented amongſt the Heathens, there 
was no worthip of God but in a ra- 
tional way, whereof the Philoſophers 
pretending to be Maſters, did to this 
end, not only teach Virtue.and Piety, 
but were allo-themſelves great exam- 
ples of it in their Lives and -Conver- 
ſationsz whom the People chiefly 
follow'd, till they were ſeduced by 
their crafty and covetous Sacerdotal 
Order ; who, inſtead of the ſaid Vir- 
tue and Piety, introduced Fables and 
Fictions of their own coining 3; per- 
(wading the Vulgar, that asmen could 
not by any natural abilities of their 
own, know the beſt manner of (er- 
ving God, ſo it was neceffary;that He 
ſhould reveal the ſame to his Prieſts 
in ſome extraordinary manner, for 
the better inſtruction of the People. 
Whereupon pretermitting the Do-. 
ctrines of Piety and Goodnels for the 
molt part, they introduced a Religi- 
ous worſhip of their own moulding, 
which amuſed and ſuſpended mens 
minds in great part, and at Jaſt made 
the people relie ſo much upon them, 

that 
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that they neglected their proper du- 
ties, confiding chiefly in-the Sacrifices, 
Expiations, and Luſtrations of their - 
Prieſts; who finding they got more» 
by the fins and ignorance of the com-7 
mon people, than by their virtue and »/ 
knowledge, made divers things: ſins j) 
which otherwiſe were but indifferent, 
eſpecially thoſe things-which mens nas« j/ 
tures could with the” moſt difficulty 
reſiſt : which obſervation produced !/ 
this ingenious Copy of Verſes from a 
Modern Author, no-leſs eminent: for 
his Wit, than for his Quality. - . 


Oh weariſom. condition of Humanity 1. | Rad Chorus Sa- 
Born under one Law, to another bound : , verdotum, 
Vainly begot, and yet forbidden varity, Ld. Brook's 


Created ſick,, commanded to be ſound, * Muſtapha. 
What meaneth Nature by theſe divers Laws? 
Paſſion and Reaſon ſelf-diviſion cauſe. 


Is it the mark ov majeity of Power 
To make offences that it may forgrue ? 
Nature her ſelf, doth her own ſelf | 2 aL | 
To hate thaſe Errors ſhe her ſelf doth give: 
For how ſhould man think that he may not ao, 
If Nature did: not fail and puniſh too? 


Tyrant 
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Tyrant to others, to her ſelf unjuſt, 
Only commands things dfficult:and hard :  : 
Forbids us all things which it knows i Luft, -. 
Makes eaſie pains, unpoſſible reward, 
If Nature did not take delight in blood, _ 
She would have made more eaſie way to good, 


We that are benud by vows and by promotian,. 
With ponp of Holy Sacrifice and Rites, |; 

To. teach belief in, goed and ſtill devotion, 
To preach of Heaveys wondprs,and delights; 

Yet when each of us in his own Heart looks, 


He finds the God there far unlike his Books. 


"They forbad {ome meats as unclean, 
which yet were wholſome ; comman- 
ding others to be uſed, which yet 
mult be offer'd or ſacrificed, that (v6 
_ they might have their parts; allotting 
ſome days to labour, and others to 
idleneſs : of all which, and many more 
conſpicuous in pomp and ceremony, 
they conſtituted themſelves the Pa- 
trons and Procurers. To whom no 


/ men were fo odious as your incredu- 
» lous honeſt men; for if a man were 


i 


PE ER 
— Vacrne———wa_e 
. —— 


ry —_—_ 


-- Increduilous and. vicious, that was the 


» greater honour to the credulaus par- 


3: ty; orif a man were credulous and 
| viclous, 


Telatiy and Sacyifices: 
vicious, that did not any more refle& 
upohi their Religion, than one man's 
being hanig'd for diſhoneſty ſcanda- 


. lizes a Government z beſides they 


might pretend his Faith was never 
ſincere. But he that led an honeſt vir- 
twous life; without any Faith for their 
Superſtitions, he was the only perſon 
odjous unto them, as a perfor: that 
demonſtrated unto the World how 
unneceſſary the Prieſts and their Do- | 
Grines were to the propagation 'of 
Virtue. The Philoſophers had their 
extravagancies in Natural, but they 
all agreed in Moral Philofophy nor 
was Virtue any where better delinea- 
red, than by thoſe ancient Philoſo- 
phers Plato, Ariftotle, Seneca, Plu- 
tarch, Epietus, &c. in (Oo much that 
Hyerophante, or Teachers of Holy 
Dotrine, was a name anciently and 
primitively given to Philoſophers. 
Sit pura mente colendys + A pure un- 
defiled-'Spirit 1s the only Sacrifice 
which Philotophy commands themito 


offer -unto:God. But as .that taught 
the knowledge of Got in his works, 


and 


The Original of | 


and-a rational-way to ſerve him, ſo the 
Dodrines of their Prieſts introduced 
not-only- impertinent, but alſo abſurd 
and: impious Tenents concerning God 
and Religion, withdrawing them as 
well from the uſe of their Reaſon, as 
from the ſtudy of Truth :- not allow- 
ing them any knowledge of God, or 
Religious worſhip, but what them- 
» ſelves taught. Nay they betray'd the 
» people into the Adoration of many 
» Gods, becauſe thereby they acquired 
,) to themſelves much greater advan- 
4 tages by adoring many Deities, and 
» introducing ſeveral worſhips of them, 
than they could have expected from 
» the ſingle worſhip of one ſupreme 
»> God. - All which ſerves but to confirm 


the verity of that Epigram, Ut melivs 
poſſes fallere, ſume togam. This Sacer- + 


dotal villany-was well known to Dio- 
genes, as we may learn frem the An- 
ſwer he made to the Prieſt who came 
to convert him to be of his Order, in 


hopes of Elizinm : Wilt thou (ſaith : 


Diogenes) have me to believe that theſe 
famogys men Agelilaus and Epimanon- 


das - 
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das ſhall be miſerable, and that thou who 
art but an Aſs, and doeft nothing of 
any worth, ſhalt be happy only becauſe 


| thon art a FriesF 2 So contemptible 


was their profeſſion in that wiſe man's 
opinion. But of this more hereafter. 


7; 


The Primitive Inſtitution of Idola- 
try receiv'd its Birth from Princes, at 
whoſe charge it was afterwards Edu- 
cated by Eccleſiaſticks; the one made 
the Ido], and the other ordain'd the 
worſhip of it. And this we may learn 
from the Book of the Wiſdom of Sols- 
2101, wherein it is ſaid, That the Father 
made the Image of the deceaſed Son, 
and the Son of the dead Father, Thus 
Ninus after the death of his Father 


' Ni-rod, worſhipp'd him by the name 
| of Bel, or Belws, which in the Punick 


Tongue ſignifies God - (From whence 


. I conceive that errour of many Hiſto- 
; rians does proceed, who hearing of a 
' Nimrod that after his death was ado- 
*red by the name of Bela, preſently 
.miſapprehended _ to be two (eve> 


ral 
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The Original of © 
ral perſons, who were really but one 
under two (ſeveral names: And there- 
fore we (ce Africanys begins his Chro- 
nicle with Pelys. ) Now the uſe of 
this Adoration was to breed a vene- 
ration in the common people, not 
only for the Prince deceaſed, but like- 
wiſe for all his Poſterity, as men of 


the Jupitrean Race, This Idol being 
therefore at firſt worſhipp'd only in 


commemoration of ſome Hero, or gal- 
lant perſon, as his Effigies,, grew in 
time to be by Poſterity revered as a 


God; and as his courage or prudence 
.”. . * . « . - « \ = - ! 
,1n his life-time, was conducive to the 


grandeur and glory of his Subjedts, ſo 
they thought: being dead, he was no 
leſs able to affiſt them : with which 


expectation they paid frequent Vows, 
Prayers and Sacrifices unto him, ſuch 


as were ordain'd by their Prieſts. 


IIE. 
Now Idolatry being thus. inſtituted 
by the Civil power, the Ecclefiaſtick 
was left to build ypon that founds: | 
tion, which preſented them with a fi - 
oppor- , © 
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daportunity to introduce thoſe Rite® 
and Ceremonies, as might render them 
neceſlary in the performance of the 
ſame. For as men who drink Hea!ths, 
doit more for love of the Liquor, than 
for love of the party whoſe Health 
they drink ; fo did the Heathen Cler- 
gy, under pretence of withing well to 
others, enrich and advantage them- 
ſelves : They not being like the Pa- 
ſtors of the Chriſtian Church, who 
(according to Chriſt's Rule ) ought 
to be like Sheep -among({t Wolves; 
whereas the others were rather like 
Wolves among Sheep. Therefore we 
ſee with how great malice and vio- 
lence they perſecuted all ſuch as op- 
poſed their impious Doctrines, when 
poor dJocrates could not eſcape with 
his life, only becauſe he preach'd up 


the belief of one ſupreme God : From », 


whence we may obſerve, that as pity » 
1s Iels culpable than malice, ſo in Sus » 
perſtition is incredulity leſs miſchie- 


vous than credulity ; the incredulous 


only pittying the credulous, whereas ») 


the credulous always envy the incre- 
, dulous, C 2 I'V. 


The Original of 


I'V. 
Now whenever theſe Prieſts wan- 


ted wit to delude the Vulgar, with 


ambiguous Anſwets of their own in- 
ventions, they repair'd to the Tem- 
ples of their Gods, and there lay all 
that Night; telling the people at their 
return, how being half afleep and 
half awake, their God (pake and re- 
veald ſuch and ſuch things, which 
they were commanded again to deli- 
ver unto the people for their ſati(e 
faction, when any buſineſs of impor- 
tance occurr'd in the Commonwealth); 
ſpeaking therein many times not ſo 
much their own ſenſe, as the ſenſe of 
the Magiſtrate, where there was oc- 


» Caſion to abuſe the people into any 


belief, that might relate to ſome pub- 


-* lick good: 1n all which caſes the Ma- 


giſtrate ſcern'd firſt to believe them. 
Alſo they had certain Books, which 
with much ſolemnity were conſulted 
upon emergent occaſions ; ſuch were 


the fpollinzs SL ibri, as allo the Jybil- 
liza Oracula, which Tarquinizs bought 


at 
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at ſo high a rate, and afterwards de- 
poſiting them in the Temple of Jups- 
ter Capitolings, might perhaps be there 
burnt together with the (aid Temple 
in S:y/4's time. The Fetrnſci had 
likewiſe their Books of natural pre- 
dictions call'd Fauruſpicini, Fulgurales, 
&» Rituales; as allo the Romans had 


theirs call d Argurales Libri, where- 


in was contain'd moſt of their Ree 
ligious worſhip. 


V. 


The firſt Tdolatry is thought to 
have come from Zgypt, and that the 
Agyptians in all probability began 
their Religious worſhip from the Sun, 
or at leaſt from the whole Machine of 


13 


Heaven. The next to the Zgyptians 7 


were the Fetruſci, who proved their -» 
Doctrine by Antiquity and Univerſa- 7, 
lity, as alſo by Predi&tions. But the »/ 


moſt ancient Religion next to the 
egyptian and Heiruſcan, was that of 
the Druzds, who were heretofore the 
Prieſts of France, Germany, and ſome 


| parts of Frgland. The School of theſe 


Druyds 
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Druzds flouriſh'd within leſs than one. 


hundred years after the Phenicians z 
and were deſtroyed, together wit 


their Religious worſhip, by the Em- 


eror Tiberizs, Theſe Druyds (beſides 
ome Opinions they held in common 
with the other Geztiles, concerning 
worſhip due to the Heavens, Planets, 
and Stars) took certain obſervations 
from Oaks, Galls, and Miſletow, for 
their prognoſtication of the enſuing 
year. The Bard; were a diſtinct Col- 
ledge in Frgland from the Druyds 3 
they had little of the Philoſopher or 
Yaticinator in them. The Prachmans 
ere ancient Philoſophers and Prieſts 
m the Tzdzes, and continue (o to this 


'day ; they hold the Tranſmigration 


of Souls with Pythagorgs, which Opi- 
nion (as both Apiar and Clemens 
affirm) he took from the Jews, and 
was therefore ( ſay they) circumciſed 


after their manner. The Gymnoſcphiſts 
- were an ancient Sect of Philoſophy 
. and Divinity amongſt the Z#thiopians. 
. The Perſians following Zoroaſter, ac- 
knowledged duplex principinn, as the * 
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Agyptians did ; worſhipping the Stin 
above, and the Fire beneath : They 
had anciently their Wiſe men,or Magz, 
The. Thracians communicated many 
of their Rites and Ceremonies to the 
Grecians. The Scythians and Gefts 
had certain Priefts and Philoſophers 
1nſtituted according tothe mannefr;of 

: Zamolxis; who travelling into Zg yp, 
brought home with him ſome of their 
 Dottrines and Ceremonies. The an- 
cient Roman Prieſts took many ,pf 
their Laws and Ceremonies from the 

. Hetruſci. The Germans and Celtes had 

"their Prieſts which were called Sez- 
20thei. The Goths had their Prieſts 

, cal'd Parabuſcez; And the Africaps 

their Philoſophers and Prieſts call'd 

_ Athantrei, Lybici, &+ Hiſpani. Now » 
in all theſe ſeveral Sefts there were 

_not any two that agreed exaaly in » 
their DoQrines, although the funda- 

. mental deſign of all was the ſame, / 

; 972, the ſharing of the Sheep ; about » 


" which they did frequently quarrel W 


he 
«/ 


, With one another, in ſo much that one »- 


=> 9 "ap {ag bags #4 þ Tz4 
;: of the Ancients ſaid; He would avoid -, 


all 
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all controverted points until the Prieſts 
were agreed amongſt themſelves, 


VL 
There is nothing does more endan- 


ger Religion, than Oblivion : there- . 


fore ſo long as Jupiter was preach'd 
up at all, they did not much concern 
themſelves under what ſeveral Names, 
or ſeveral kinds of Adoration they 
worſhipp'd him ; ſuch kind of diſputes 
being but like a quarrel between lit- 
tle Children, who having got one 
Joynted-Baby amongſt them, fall to- 
gether by the ears about the naming 


| and drefling of it. For Herefies in Re- 
' Hgion, are but hke Ivy-Trees, which 


though at firſt they rend and cleave 
the Walls whereunto they grow, yet 


* afterwards ſerve to uphold and fup- 


port the ſame. Alſo the Magiſtrates 
did frequently connive at ſuch Here- 
fies, becauſe they found the Autho- 
rity of Religion ſo prevalent in mens 


minds, that their Clergy when: well 

united among themſelves, did often- - 

times conteſt with the Secular power ; - 
which 
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which grew ſo dangerons, that they 7 


were contented to wink at the many 
diviſions and abfurdities amongft , 
them : e dJacre plas prſſent, quart » 


Leges. The chief and moſt eminent 
Office amongſt the Romans, was that 


of the Amgurs - the veneration and 


honour given unto them was ſo great, 
that they were look'd upon not only 
as the Gods Interpreters, but alſo as 
Meſlengers and Agents betwixt them 
and mankind. Befides, they were 
ever advanced to the Senate, and the 


rather, as 1s conceiv'd, becauſe from 


the firſt foundation of Roe, until the 
change of the Government, Kings 
were Augurs, as not thinking it ſafe 
to disjoyn from the Regal power a 
diſcipline ſo full of Authority, as was 
that of an Azgur : who were ſo highly 
eſteem'd among the Ancients, that no 
Magiſtrate was choſen, nor buſineſs 
of importance done, till they were 
firſt conſulted : 


Thoſe who to Empire by dark paths aſpire, 
' Still plead a Call to what they moſt deſire. 
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Thus Romnlys and Numa could re- 


ceive their Scepters only from the Az- 
gurs hands, as Titus Livy informs us. 


VIL 


The Heathen Prieſts thinking 1t 
dangerous to teach any way to God 
which men might go by themſelves, 
without further guiding and direQt- 
ing, (like Muſicians who are unwik 
ling to learn thetr Scholars to play by 
Notes, eſt they might grow able to 
improve themſelves withont a Maſter ) 


did not/as our Chriſtian Paftors do 


FJ / 


3 
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furniſh the people with a record of 
their Gods commands, whereby they 
might walk themſelves without any 
other aſſiſtance; but on the contrary 
they mftituted Luſtrations, Expiati-| 
ons, and the Hke, which none but. 
themſelves could execute, and all 
was only to render the Clergy abſo- 
lutely peceſlary tothe people. 

The Original of Sacrifices feems to. 
be as ancient as Religion it ſelf : for 


/» no ſooner had men found out that 


4, there was a God, but Prieits ſtept u 


and 
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and ſaid, that this God had taught 
them in what manner he would be ), 
worſhipp'd. As Religion therefore )/ 
ſeems to have began moſt anciently ) 
1n the Eaſtern parts, or as ſome will /; 
have it in Zgypt 3 ſo did Sacrifices, - 
which from thence were propagated 
to Greece, Ttaly, and other remoter 
parts. The number of Sacritices ({ays 

a learned Author) were among the. 
Mgyptians reckon'd to be 666, which 
without all queſtion were multiplied 
by the Prielts of ſeveral Countries, 
where the ſaid Zgyptian Sacrifices 
were receiv d. But what a madneſs ,, 
was this, to think to flatter the Divi- » 
nity with Inhumanity ? to content the 2 
Divine goodneſs with the affliction of -/ 
his Creatures, and to fatisfie the Ju- ” 
{tice of God with cruelty? A Super- 
{titious man ſerveth God out of fear, 
whereas the truly Religious ſerves 
him out of love. Superſtition ſuffer- \, 
eth neither God nor man to live at 
reſt, as evidently appears by theſe 
Heathen Sacrifices, What could be >: 


more ſottiſh or irrational, than to -, 
D 2 think 
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3 think that the ſlaughter of a poor in- 
,, Nocent Creature, (who follow'd the 
,- ſimplicity of his own Nature, with- 
- out ever offending God ) fhould be 
/- ſo grateful to the' Deity, as thereby 
-- we might expiate our fins, and render 
» a ſufficient attonement for the moſt 
; execrable villanies of mankind ? as if 
the Almighty Juſtice cou!d be no 
otherwiſe appeas'd for the' errors of 
the Wicked, bur by the ſufferings of 
the Innocent, | 
| Now as Sacrifices were the moſt 
,- ancient and univerſal, ſo the greateſt 
-» and moſt myſterious fourbs that ever 
/» were invented or impoſed upon man- 
»» kind. What have Sacrifices to do 
/- with fins 2? could none but their un- 
—enlightned Prieſts make peace be- 
tween God and man, when ſins were 
committed ? was there no addreſs to 
be made to the Divine Majeſty, but 
by their Intercefſion ? were they the 
Courtiers of Heaven, and muſt they 
be firſt bribed before men could re- 
ceive a pardon for their ſins? an in- 
ward and hearty Repentance avail'd 
| | nothing 
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nothing among(t them. Neither can 
the Heathens be excuſed by ſaying, 
that at the ſame time when Sacrifices 
were offer'd, they might repent ; for 
it doth ſo little appear that they com- 
manded Repentance, as we can hard- 
ly find any mention thereof in their 
Religious worſhip, however we may 
hope that God did work it in ſome 


of their hearts : for we find in Plato >4 


and other Philoſophers, ſorrow for 
fin often enjoyn'd 3 and we may read / / 
among the Septerz Sapientes this Holy -/ 
precept, Qnod tibz fieri non vis, alters 7 


ne feceris, which gives a brave en- - 


trance into'the Chriſtian Philoſophy, 
as 1t ſtands recorded in Holy Writ. 
But this they ow'd to their Philoſo- 
phy, and not Theology. | 


V III, 


The ſtupidity of theſe Heathen Sa- 
crifices are ſufficiently already explo- 
ded by Lacian, Arnobixs, and othets : 
The firſt condemning them as ridicu- 


1ous, the latter as impious ; for God »; 
will be ſerv'd in Spirit, and that which »; 


IS 
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is outwardly done, is rather to-glo- 


/) nifie our ſelves, than God., Yet how- 


ever, as monſtrous as their Doqrines 
and Sacrifices appear, they have been 
the chief ſupport of the Geztiles De- 
votion for many thouſand years, and 
in ſome Nations continue to this day. 
Perhaps melancholly men might at 
firſt light-upon this Frenzy, by ob- 
ſerving how Nature had, inevitably 
framed all Creatures to live by de- 
vouring and deſtroying one another; 
a man eats not one mor(el, but he de- 
ſtrays an Anima] or Vegiable life, 
or at leaſt prevents them from attain- 
ing that life, which otherwiſe they 
would have enjoy'd. Nay, we cannot 
walk one ſtep, but probably we cruſh 

many Inſeds creeping under our feet; 

and the ſame happens to other Crea- 

tures: the Life of each being by Na- 

ture made predatory upon others: 


. Torva lewna Lupum ſequitar Lun ipſe ca: 


ellam ; 
Florentem Cytiſum ſequitar laſciva capella 
Virg. Ecclog, 
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Upon this conlideration #ſop's Woolf 
(being touch'd in conicience for the 
many murders he had committed”) 
vow'd never more to cat Fleſh, till 
being almoſt famiſh'd, and eſpying a 
Hog 1n a puddle, he was forced by an 
interpretation wiſer than his vow, to 
fuppoſe the Hog a Filh, and ſo by de- 
vouring it, to ſave himſclt from ſtar- 
ving. It was alſo found by expert 
ence, how many millions of violent 
accidents were ever ready at hand 
to deſtroy all things that had life in 
them, whereas preſervatives were 
rarely to be met with : nor could the 
very belt nouriſhment or Phyfick re- 
prieve life any conſiderable time, and 
that alſo ever attended with ſome m(- 
chievous quality enclining towards 
death ; wherefore,but like a ſmall Pa- 
rentheſis, intervening a long diſ- 
courſe : Nor was the longeſt eſtate of 
life above a moment, compared with 
that of death, which 1s for ever irre- 
coverable, Alſo the fickneſs of one 
man does often infe& others, and ex- 
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tends to the deſtruction of many thou- ;, 


ſands: 
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Yo fands : whereas the health of tlie 
1: ſoundeſt Body upon Earth, does not 
,, diffuſe it ſelf to the good of any 


bat it ſelf. 
| IX. 
So that by theſe and ſuch like ſini- 


ſter - obſervations, the deftrudtion of : 


things in being appear'd to them to 


be more grateful to Heaven, than 
their preſervation : whereupon men 


-R;..- & 


ratſed unjuſt out-cries againſt the mi- 


and by this means fell to an unwor- 


thy opinion of Cruelty in God : and 
therefore we ſee the Heathens for © 


three or four eminent Joves, had ma» 


'ny more Vejoves, or miſchievous ſup- - 
poſed Deities. Nay, they erected Al- 


tars to moſt Diſeaſes and Vices, in 


hopes thereby to divert their infe&ti- 


on from the people : as at this day 
many of the Izd4ians do much more 
worſhip and conſult the Devil, for 
fear of miſchief, than they do the 
good 


7 ſerable condition of Humane life, lay- 
» ing that fault upon the Deity, which | 
» did proceed only from themſelves; 
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good Spirit which governs the World. 
But if it were poſſible for wiſe and 
yirtuous men to believe, that the Dj- 
vine power delights in the {laughter 
and deſtruction of harmleſs Creatures 


- which it ſelf hath made, they might 


perhaps ſuppoſe it to proceed, not 


' out of cruelty, but rather as pleas'd 


4b RR}. O 


to have them by a quick paſlage with- 
drawn from the ſufferings and lin- 
gring decays of long life, to be ſud- 


' denly eſtabliſh'd in an everlaſting un- 


- diſturb'd peace and indolency 3; or 


| rather, if from our ſtate of ignorance 


: It were poſhible to interpret Heaven, 


we might imagine, that it has made 


: all Creatures unavoidably to deſtroy 
one another, in as much as that 


; power which governs the Univerſe, ,, 
_ does perhaps contrive the preſerva- » 


tion and flouriſhing eſtate thereof in ;, 


'a proportion as far exceeding its re- » 


gard of particulars, as the whole * » 


Globe of the Earth exceeds the ſmal- »' 


leſt Sand upon the Sea-ithore. And as /” 

for particular individuals, Corruptio 

unins eſt Generatio alterizs 5 whereby 
E 


it 
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It '6otes 'to paſs, that nor otily their 
Life, But even their Death, helps to 
renew 'the World, and fo tends to'its 


contitinztion 'and proſperity. Frorh | 
hence now'peridventite'men'of Airie | 


fancies "right 'conceit, fdtne reaſon 
why-m mankind and all 'other Sub- 
Ittary 'thimgs, when any 'one kiſts 
longer than is ordinary for others of 
its kmd' to do, it is u{udlly punifh'd 


| 
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with deformity and other' decays, for ! 


retarding (Cas mtich as in it hes) that 
meaſure of the Worlds Renovation, 
which would by'tts more early change 
have -accru'd thereuhto. 
Thefe thoughts unrettifyd Have 
even -antong "Chriſtians Tatfed 'fome 
Hereticks to think, that God has from 
the tirft Creation, infiiſed into all pe- 
riſhable *#hings two internal princt- 
ples, the'one of Life and preſervation, 
the other of Death 'and deſtrucjon'; 


alfo that *according as 'either'of theſe - 


are mote or leſs agtecablyentertamn'd, 
fo is the'Cteature more 'or'lefs vigo- 
fois 51d durdble.' Or peradvetitire 
they might More appdfitely hive'ob- 
ſerved 
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ir | ſerved the riſe and fall of things re- 


to | preſented in, the. rotation of Wheels 


ts 10,4 Chariot, whole ſeveral Spoaks are. 
je ; 


raisd up, andcaſt down by one and 


the ſame mover, at one and the ſame | 
time, without, any ſeparate. aſliſtant > . 


for. ſo, they, thought, that, Infinite 
power, wiſdom, and goodneſs which, 
is all in all, moves things by his im- 
mediate: preſence and inoperation, 


; without any need of Ariſtotle's Inr 


telligences, Plato's: Dzmons, or other 
imaginary. powers, ſubſeryient, : Nor 
that it merits a, bad. cenſure for de- 
ſtroying particulars, it being for an 
univerſal good. 

X. 

Now becauſe the generality of men 
are not thus ſpeculative or Philoſo- 
phical in their actions, but rather 
crafty and politick, as defigning. to. 
themſelves power amonglt men, and; 
by conſequence Riches and, Honour, 
the moſt nervous. and; etfeftua].con- 
fidexation, of the Gentiles. Sacrifices 
mult be, taken that way. Thus when 

E 2 Princes 
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Princes who in the governing of man- 
kind, found it to be an unruly Crea- 
ture, miſchievous, and not capable to 
be guided by ſolid reaſon or truth, | 
but totally ſubjefted to the Paſſions | 
of hope and fear ; how falſe and vain 
ſoever it matter'd not, provided that 


things were well fitted and ſuitable | 


to their capacities : wherefore they 
to encourage obedience and good 
works, held forth gain and prefer- 
ment ; as on the other fide, to deterr 
from diſobedience and miſchief, they 
ordaind forfeitures and diſgrace : 


_—_ win Et ponere Leges, 
We quzs fur eſſet, neu latro, neu quis Adulter. 
Horat. Serm. 


Yet in as much as abundans cantela 
2:04 nocet, and (ſeeing there were ma- 
ny clandeſtine Villanies ſo ſecret and 
undiſcoverable, as could hardly be 
brorght to an open conviction, for 
ſuch the Magiſtrate rais'd within them 
Anims tortore flagellum, viz. in their 
Conſciences the tear of ſome future 
puniſhment ; whereof for want of 
that 
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Idolatry and Sacrifices. 

that true knowledge which we enjoy, 
they feign'd ſome of their own in- 
ventions, ſuch as the $tz3gian Lake, 
and the like ; which in as much as the 
goodneſs of God, and their preſent 
inviſibility rendred the lels credible, 
therefore the declaring them to be 


/- with material Fire, as alſo Eternal, 


did in good meaſure over-awe that 
incredulity. From whence we may 
obſerve, how neceſſary and how na- 
tural is the belief of a Reward and 
Puniſhment hereafter : that even the 
unenlightned Heathens, as well for 
conveniency, as from the impulſes of 
their own Natures, were forced' to 
acknowledge it. So rational and fo 
natura] is that Article of our Chri- 
ſtian Faith. 


X I. 


Now forthe ereting of this Tribu- 
nal in the minds of men, they (not 
being enlightned from above) made 


| uſe of Superſtition, (the off-ſpring of 


too much Honour, and too much 
Fear) which: being to be managed 
cun- 


FT 
{ 'S 
'Þ 


The Oiginal, of, 


cunningly, and. well fitting to vulgar | 
capacities, they did little or not at all. | 
regard the ſatisfaction of clear ratio-. | 
nal. men. For firſt, the number of them._ ' 
is ſo. ſmall, as they are of no power z 
and then they are too wiſe to hazard 
their own Ruine for the inſtruction, 
of fooliſh men, caſting Pearl before 
Swine; knowing withal], that if any 
man ſhould be ſo vain as to oppoſe: 
the common belief, the mobile would 
| (as they did by Socrates) oppreſs and 
decry him for an Atheiſt, Therefore. 
the. wiſeſt among the Heathens. fol-. 
MF. low'd this Rule in their converſe, 
il Loquendum cum vulgo, ſentiendunm cunt 
MN Saprentibus 5 & fi mundus- wult decipi, 
decipiatur. Our Saviour himſelf found 
how improper it was to unfold his. 
nh Sacred myſteries to the ignorant mul- 
my : titude, and therefore explain'd not 
HR: his Parable of the Sower, till he was 


1 4p ark « alone amongſt the Twelve, Gaying,. 
bi \ 11,12. Onto you it 3s given to know the. myſtery. | 
N [} of God : but unto them that are with-. + 


out, all theſe things are done 7n para-. 
kles; that ſeeing they may, ſee, and. noh | 
: : Fo . a9 | ; per- 
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percezve, and hearing they may hear, 
and not nderſtand ©: leſt at any time 
they 'niay be Converted, and their fins 
fhonld be forgiven them. Fe that hath 
ears fo hear, let him hear, (anh Chriſt; 
that \ts, not 'every one that can hear, 
but 'only ſuch as are well able to di- 
veſt arid 'underſtand what they do 
hear. Now this kind of reſervedneſs 
and fecreſte being likewiſe obſerv'd 
by the moſt iprudent of the Heathens, 
it -made their Prieſts altogether neg- 
let ſuch thoughts, though neyer 1{o 
wiſe, as being well afſured that their 
Prudence would hinder them from 
diſcovering or intereſting themſelves 
in the vulgar Superſtitions, how ſot- 
tifh ſever. But nevertheleſs, to for- 
tifie themſelves the better againſt any 


| fiich diſcovery, they ever gdecry'd 


Humane wiſdom, and magnify'd Tg- 


; Norance, well knowing that the Seeds 


of their fooliſh Do&trine, would. pros 
{per no where but in barren ground. 


- Reaſon teaches that there 'is but one 


only ſupreme God ; but they taught 
the 'belicf of many Gods. Reaſon 
teaches 


The Original of 
teaches that the Law of God, ws. 
that Law which 1s abſolutely neceſſa- 


ry to our future happineſs, ought to | 


be generally made known to all men; 


which theirs wasnot. Reaſon makes | 
no difference betwixt their Enthuſia- | 


ſticks, and our Mad-men. Reaſon ex- 
pects ſome more convincing argu- 


ment to prove the infallible Divinity | 


of their Laws, Inſpirations, and Mira- 
cles, than an zpſe dixit - and upon that 
Maxim of Contra Principia non eit 
difputandum , Reaſon would reply, 
Uno dato abſurdo mille ſequuntur. Rea- 
ſon would ſuſpect the power of their 
Jupiter, who had no way to reduce 


the Trojans to himſelf, but was forced * 
to ſuffer his own Son Sarpeder to be | 
knock'd on the head by them. Rea- 
ſon would tell us that Romnlys and 


Rhemuas were Baſtards, and that their 
Mother Rhez's pretence of being layn 
with by God Mars, was only a ſham 
upon the credulous multitude, hoping 
thereby to ſave both her credit and 


her life. Again, when they deſire me 


to give but the ſame credit to the 
Hiſtory 


Idolatry and Sacrifices, 
| Hiſtory of their Gods, as [ do to other 
 Hiltory, ET will : but as well in their 
Religious, as in / zvy or other pro- 
 phane Hiſtory, when I hear of an 
| Ox' ſpeaking, or a God's deſcending 
' Ina Cloud and ſhower of Gold to lye 
with a woman, in all ſuch miraculous 
Narrations, my Reaſon delires to be 
further fatisfy'd in the truth of them, 
than only by the report of the Au- 
thor. Proculys tells us of Romnlys's 
appearing after his death, and that he 
ſaw him all array'd in white, ec. but 
my Reaſon bids me quere, whether 
he had not ſome hand in his murther, 
and thought by pretending /onmnlxs 


| 2 to be taken up to Heaven, to clear 
 * himſelf ro the people of that ſuſpi- 


cion. Appollonius Tyaneus is repors 


 _ ted by ÞPhiloſtkratus to have rais'd a 


Maid from the dead, but Reaſon que- 
ſtions whether the Maid was not only 
aſleep ; for (leep is the Image of death. 
Philoftratus alio further telleth, that 
Appollonius vaniſh'd away out of the 
Emperor's preſence, before a great 
number of people : but here Reaſon 
bids 


The Original of 
bids me obſerve, that although it is 
reported to have been done in the 
preſence of a great number of people, 
yet I have but the Teſtimony of one 
man for the truth of it, viz. F hilo- 


ſtratus, and not the Teſtimony of all 


thoſe people. The darkneſs of the 
Sun at 7Julizs ( £/ar's death, appears to 
Reaſon to be but an Accident, pro- 
ceeding from ſome Natural cauſe, and 
that 1t was no greater Complement 
to Ceſar, than to any other perſon in 


the World that dyed at the ſame mo- 


ment. There is nothing how impoſlt- 
ble ſoever to be done, that is impoſii- 
ble to be believ'd; for two men con- 
ſpiring, one to feem Lame, and the 
other to cure him with a Charm, will 
deceive many ; but many conſpiring, 
one to ſeem Lame, the other to cure 


him, and all the reſt to bear witnels, | 


w1ll deceive more. Thus when Veſpa- 


ſtar is ſaid to cure the Lame and the 


Blind, Reaſon reports the ſtary of it 
thus : That Veſpaſfan obſerving how 


Kingdoms are preſerv'd and augmen- , 


ted by Religion, pretended himſelf 
to 
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to have an immediate power from 
Heaven, and for that end corrupted 
two of his Subjects with money, to 
feign themlelves the one Biind, and 
the other Lame ; whom he afterwards 
cured with much folemnicy before 
the people. In the ſame manner the - 
French Kings cure men of the Evil; 
for the Phyfician firſt examines the 
Patient's wound, and if he finds it in- 
curable, then declares it js not the 
Evil ; but if he finds it a Sore that 1s 
eaſte and likely ro cure, then the 
Phyſician calls it the Evil, that (o the 
King may have the credit of curing 
that, which would have done wel: of 
it ſelf. Theſe and many more fuch 
Impoſtures were pit in practice by the 
Heathens, which for as much as Hu- 
mane Reaſon detects, their Prieſts 
had great occaſion to exclaim againſt 
it, as they did. Let us Chriſtians from 
hence learn to eſteem our Religion 
the more, which ſtands the Telt of 
Reaſon, bidding us give a Reaſon for 
our Hope. 
Furthermore, theſe grand Hea- 
F 2 theniſh 
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thenifh Impoſtures (the Sacrzs initiats, - 


as they call'd themſclves) the better 
to prepare for the planting of their 
Idolatry in the minds of men, did 
(under the pretence of ſpeaking after 
the manner of men) pre-{uppoſe their 
Gods to be originally of Fleſh and 
Bloud, attributing to them ſuch paſſ- 
ons and deſigns as are only incident 
to mortals: They made them of both 
Sexes, Gods and Goddeſles 3 Jupiter 
had his Wife 740, and either for va- 
ricty, or when weary of her Curtain- 
Lecture, he went to his Miſles ; but 
for a fuller entertainmgnt mn his Cups, 
they procured hima Garymede : His 
Grave was allo to be (een in ( rete, as 
well as the Grave of any other per- 
ſon; and yet ſo fottiſhly impious 
were they, as to- believe this dead 
man to be the ever-living God. Nay 
they made their Deities ſubject to 
thole Vices which were ated but by 
the worſt of men : in ſo much that 
not}ing 1s more celebrated in Jupzter, 
than his Adultery; nor in Mercary, 
than his Fraud and Thefts ; of whoſe 
| praiſes 
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praiſes in a Hymn of Homer's, the 
greateſt is this : That being born in 
the morning, he had invented Muſick 
by noon, and before night ſtoln away 
the Catte] of #4pol/o from his Herd(- 
men. Therefore in Mizncizs you may 
hear Caavizs telling Celicins, that 
the Heathens entertajn'd 1uch fabu- 
lous Notions of their Gods, as they 
uſually aſcribed ſuch horrid things to 
them, as would be accounted ſcanda- 
lous and diſhonourable ta any good 
man : 


Immortalia mortali ſermone notantes. Lucr. 


The Heathens (ſays Arnobizs) did 
by their Gods, as an Aſs would do by 
Cato, whom if he were to commend 
to his fellow Aſſes, he would ſay he 
had delicate long Ears, could Bray 
very loud, and carry great Burthens; 
which being the moſt eminent quali- 
ties in Aſſes, they would attribute 
them to Cato when they meant to 
praiſe him: and juſt ſo did they 1m- 
piouſly judge of their Gods ; which 
an ingenious Phyſician obſerving, he 

would 
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would never give one of their Prieſts 
Phyfick, till he was inform'd what 
opmion his Patient had of Divine 
Vengeance; becauſe if he magnify'd 
Gods mercy, then he gave him ſome- 
thing to purge Flegm ; whereas if he 
exroll'd Gods Judgments, then he 
gave him ſomerhing ro' purge Chol- 
ler. Cardan was fo uncharitable as 
to think this Superſtition ( which did 
really fink under the ruines of Paga- 
mſm) was like the River Arethuſa, 
riſen up again even among the Chri- 
ſtians, ſaying, Nos zebulones loquirmr 
de Deo, tanquam de uno + nobis. But 


tins impiety is ſo far from being pra- | 


Hed amongſt us Chriſtians of the 
Reformed Church , that Atheiſm it 
felf would be as. ſom tolerated, 
Phatarch deſired rather to be forgot- 
ten in the World, than remembred by 
the Name of the man thatuſed to de- 
vour his own Children, as. Saturn 1s 
Teported to have done : and it 1s bet- 
ter to have nv opinion. of God at all, 


than ſuch an one as 1s.diſhonourable | 


of tim, as the Lord Zacoz well ob- 


({erves. 
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ſerves. Yetthis wasthe Heathen Faith 
for although, they did not own them- 
ſelves to be, made after the Image of 
God, yet did they in their fond ima- 
ginations make their Gods after the 
Image of men: which mult needs. oc- 
calion the ſame mutual likeneſs, 


X 11. 


Having thus therefore manured the 
Ground of popu'ar Fd rn 
wherein to ſow the, Seed of vulgar 
Religions, they ſow'd thereupon ſuch 
kind of Docrines, as they judged 
beſt capable; of reception, and moſt 
proper to each particular Genizs of 
the time and people, according as 
they found them more or leſs rude or 
ſubtle, debauck'd or auſtere. Hence 
grew their Oblations and Altars, 
whereon they were offer'd : theſe did 
always accompany their Prayers; for 
they ſuppoſing their Gods to be Jike 
the Eaſtern Princes, before whom no 
man might come empty, handed, and 
perhaps becauſe a great part of their 
Offerings fell to the Prietts ſhares 

h tnere- 


_, + "Yr vr » 4p POR — G 
A ach Gan. EPO how .; we > —_ += ef Sy, a BG ———— - 


40 


The Original of 


therefore they ſoon left off Numa 


Pompilias's Inſtitution, who, accord» 


ing to the poverty of thole times, or- 
dain'd a little Cake and Salt, with a 
few Fruits : and ſo Pythagoras ap- 
pointed Honey, Frankincenſe, Fruits, 
Flowers, and other things, but always 
zncruenta; till in proceſs of time their 
Gods { or at leaſt their Prieſts) grew 
ſo covetous, that they could not be 
ſatiated without the bloud of Beiſts; 
whereupon men began to offer up 
Sheep, Oxen, and almoſt all manner 
of Beaſts, to one God'or other ; who 
at length, like corrupt Judges, were 
not to be bribed but at high rates, 
eſpecially where either the Petitioner 
was a Rich man, or the Boon ſued 
for very conſiderable, or the God one 
of the better ſort : in ſuch a caſe Sheep 
were deſpiſed, and nothing leſs than 
an Ox would be accepted. Thus by 
degrees they grew to ſuch exceſs, 
that at length in caſe of a publick 
Peſtilence, or upon ſome great War- 
like undertaking, it was not unuſual 


to offer Hecatombs, that is, an hun- 
dred 
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dred Oxen, an hundred Sheep, and as 
many Swine, all at once upon a hun- 
dred ſeveral Altars; ' But to exceed all 
this, ſome few to. Sacrifice men and 
women ;:: The ancient Gall; uſtd to 
feed a man ſumptuoully for the (pace 
of one year, and then upon a Feſtival 
day, they carried him out of the City 
and ſtoned him to death, as an Expia- 
tion for the {ins of the people. Alſo 
Appollonizs Tyanewus thought to ſtop 
the Plague at Epheſas, by ſacrificing 
a poor old ;Beggar. Nay ſome went 
further than he and ſacrificed their 
own Children: thus Agamenmon up- 
on his undertaking that renowned 
| War of Troy, ofterd up his only 
Daughter Tphigeria;, and ifhe could 
have procured one of the Gods them- 
ſelves, it is very probable he would 
have ſacrificed him to Frpiter or 
Mars, for the better ſucceſs in his 
enterprize. 2D 
_ Weread in ancient Hiltory of ma- 
ny Heathens, who ſacrificed their 
own Lives to propitiate the Gods to 
their Countries : as Codras, tor the 
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Athenians Main , for the The- 
bans; Anchirgs, for the ' Sydonians'; 
as alſo Curtizs and the two Deciz; for 
the Romans, whereof you may read 
at large in Zvy's 8** Book, Thus 
Humane Sacrifices grew every where 
ſo common,that in Mexico 20000 men 
in a year were frequently ſlain upon 
their Altars ; for the more bratiſh 
and unnatural cruelties they uſed, the 
more ' prevalent they thought them 
with Heaven ;._ and indeed they have 
uſually been crown'd with the moſt 
ſaccels : perhaps (ſuppoſing the inten- 
tional piety, to prevail above the un- 
natural a ; or rather, that the gene- 
ral confidence of the Gods affiſtance 
to be thereby procured, might raiſe 
a more then ordinary vigour in the 
Souldiers minds, which 1s the chief 
cauſe of Victory. Therefore when 
they were ready to joyn Battel with 
the Enemy, it was uſual to make ſome 
Vow to the Gods for their affiſtance 
which when the other party under- 
ſtood, they always out-vow'd the for- 


mer, in hopes thereby to win-the 
Gods 
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Gods from them, or at leaſt to make 
the : Souldiers: believe they had : thus 
the Crotoniate in their War againſt 
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Fhis Prayerodic: oil eat rieeded 
a Heccatomb aveaſt to retder irpaſſas 
ble; bur: their Gods-ynwilling:to let: 
their Altars grow*cold; would fome-- 
tires; like Country-Artothies, rather 
take ſinall' Fees than none” at al}, to 
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private Famnhies, and therefore may 
rather be call'd Gertiltia, than Sacre 
popularia': of this fort were the Sacra 
Chdie, Amilie , Tuliane, Cornelie 
gentis,, &c. mention'd in Tully and 
athers; ' which private Sacra were 
made perpetual by the Laws, andi'ſo 
recommended to Poſterity. Now be- 
caufe they were not only chargable, 
bur tobe continued'from Age to:Age 
as. long as the ſaid Family or Taheri- 
rance laſted, therefore Purchaſers 
were glad adire hereditaterm, or to get 
ſuch a living as was not clogg'd with 
theſe entail 'd Saerifices z concerning 
which, you may find a merry paſſage 
mPlartis, where a Paraſite brags that 
he had gotten an Inheritance ſize ſa- 
cris, fine: ſumptu, ec. but however, 
there were not ſo many of theſe 
Thankſpiving Sacrifices, as of the 
other; for as much as all men are na- 
turally inclin'd'to covet and wiſh well 
to themſelves, but few are ſo gene- 
rous as when their turns are [erv'd, to 
pive- thanks, eſpecially .if it put them 
ro charge : for thus weſte many = 
y WI 
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will. be mighty charitable in. giving 
their bleſſing, good advice, or ghoſtly 
counſel, who nevertheleſs will not 
part with a farthing of money. The 
baſe ingratitude-of . mankind, 1s in a 
juſt proportion repreſented in the ten : 
Lepers; where although the. reward 
expected for their Cure, was only an 
honeſt acknowledgement in a few 
words, yet when they had. all they 
defir'd, atid needed: no more, . there 
was but one in ten would. trouble 
himſelf ſo much as to come-and ſay, 
Sir, I thank you... E3 $ 
XIV. 

Men niay wonder why the Heathen 
Clergy did fo highly extoll Sacrifices, 
to appeaſe Divine wrath againſt ſin- 
hers, and ſo little mention or make 
uſe of Repentance ? But the Reaſons 
of moſt obvious conjecture were two: 
Firſt, they could not but obſerve how 
fickle a creature Man is, he ſeldom 
holds long in a humour or reſolution, 
eſpecially if it goes againſt the grain 
of his natural inclinations; ſo as itt 

effec, 
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effeq, moſt men do but like little Chil- 
dren, who having committed-a fault, 
will 'Cto avoid whipping ) fay they 
will do'ſo no: more, 'but do it again 
the next hour : this made Repentance 
ſeem to them but formal, if not hypo- 
critical ;3- and although the intention 
of amendment of life were- for -the 
time in ſome earneſt, for. ſiultus ſem- 
per incipit vivere, and' ſo they may, 
like dying men 1n- a dangerous fit of 
fckneſs,i vow to' become new men: 
Yet confidering' how frequent and 
certain their Relapſes were, it ſcem'd 
almoſt a mockery, or atthe beſt; ſuch 
careleſneſs as is hatdly' to /be-exte- 
nuate by the term'of Humane frailty, 
but rather a "downright effe&t of in- 
credulity 2 and if fo,- it were then a 
very improper Oblation to be -re- 
commended from their Clergy, who 
lived by the credulity of men. For 
certainly if men did really and:{eri- 
ouſly believe what they pretend, or 
what'by fits they- make- themſelves 
think'they do believe, they could ne- 
yer live-as they do; ſo that _ of 
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believing is the only thing which de- 


| roysall Religion, both true:and falſe. 


The other and principal motivewtych 
mduced the crafty Heathen Prieſts 
rather to promote Sacrifices; than Re- 
tance, was for. that ithey ; were to 
managed by none but themſelves 5 
and (© befides the, great Profit they 
brought them, they alſo rendred them 
of abſolute and perpetual uſe. to the 
people ; for they could never be laid 
aſide, as being the only men who by 
their -Oblations., could mediate with 
Heaven for them ; wheneas in Repen- 
tance they were. altogethar. uncon- 
eem'd, a broken.and contre heart 
was a Peace-offaring whigl! exery 
man could bring for bimſ{elfyithout 
the Prieſts aſliſtance; or -agy gain ac- 

cruing to them thereby. --- 

; X V. T 14 
UnleG it were, jt Zepan, Ido not 
remember to have read of any. place 
where they aſſumed the Office of 
Confefſors, with power to abfolve 
finners 3 which peradventure- 3f wy 
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had preſumed to claim, and could 
have obtain'd, might have brought 
them in as great a Reverence as any 
kind of Oblation whatever ; but they 
either thought not of it, or it may be 
thoſe great Officers the Cenſores Mo- 
7412 would not admit thereof: for 
that it was ever found true, Facile 
ztur ad peccatum ubi venalis eſt gratia 
eſpecially Rich men would not care 
how vicious they were, knowing 
they had wherewithal to procure Ab- 
ſolution when they pleaſed : ſo that 
the Poor ſeem'd in a manner prede- 
ſtinate to damnation, or Gods Ene- 
mies, as the Tyrks call them 3 who 
for that reaſon will very ſeldom re- 
leve them. 

He that would ask, what the an- 
cient Religion of the Heathens was ? 
it may be anſwered him, that it was 
their Sacrifices 3 which varied accor- 
ding to the ſeveral manners of eaci; 
Country. Now hewever all Sacrifices 
ſeem to be the invention of Prieſts, 
yet the Cruenta eſpecially ; many 
Philoſophers condemning them, but 
above 
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above all Pythagoras, who ſaid, That 
men ought to permit no Sacrifice 
made with ſlaughter ; and that mno- 
cent Beaſts were not to be ſlain for 
the Gods, ſuch cruelty being rather 
likely to aggravate, than extenuare 
mens other t1ns ; alio that Altars were 
not to be imbrued with Bloud. Por- 
phiry hkewiſe faith, Thar in ancient 
times 1t was thought 2 great crime 
to kill any harmleſs innocent Beaſts, 
they being intercommoners with men 
on Earth : And many beſides him 
were of that opinion; as thinking it 
enongh to take from the Sheep her 
Fleece, from the Cow her Milk, and 
from the Ox his Labour, without 
robbing them of rieir Lives. The 
killing of Animals in Sacrifice, was 
however thought to be very proper 
for Feaſting 3 they might alſo not 
without ſome good intention be 
offer'd to their Gods, as 'to whom 
they ow'd their Food. The matter of 
Sacrifices in genera), was Fleſh, Fifh, 
and Fowl, as alſb whatſoever did 
afford favoury and wholfome ſufte- 

Nance, 
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nance. But amongſt all the (nents 
Sacrificia, the moſt ancient ſeem to 
be that of Swine, who for the trei- 
paſs they made upon Agriculture , 
were offer'd to Ceres the Goddeſs 
thereof, as we may learn from this 
line of Ovid - 


Prima Ceres avide gaviſa eft ſa;7tine Porce. 


Now thele Cruenta Sacrificiz were 
uſed not only for Thankſgiving, bur 
alſo for Expiation of their (ins ; as 
likewiſe for aſſembling of the people 
together to make good Chcar, and 
bring in Roaſt-meat for the Prieſts : 
Nor were Feaſts unetiecual for the 
upholding of the worſhip of their 
Gods fn the minds of men; ſince at 
all Entertainments, the Company are 
naturally apt to drink the Founders 
health. Sacrifices, eſpecially the Cr#- 
enta , ſeem to have been firſt uſed 
among the Zgyptzazs, and from them 
derived to the Febrews, as Theodo- 
ret confeſles ; obſerving only, that 
whereas the Zgyptians lacrificed ei- 
ther to Dzmons or Idols, the 1ſraelites 
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through the Divine permiſſion were 
allow'd to offer them to God. St. Je- 
rome alſo upon the words of Jeremiah, 
( chap. 7. ver. 21.) ſaith, That God 
at Jaſt did allow the ufe of Sacrifices 
to himſelf, leſt otherwiſe they ſhould 
be made to falſe Gods : whereupon 
alſo he notes, that Moſes never com- 
manded the uſe of Sacrifices, but by 
the way of tollerating them after the 
Iſraelites were come out of Agypr, 
where the (weetneſs of Sacrifices 
ſcems firſt to have been found out; 
for not only their Bellies, but alſo 
their Backs profited by them ; ##1ice 
pel/iceg, or Coats of Skins being their 
uſual garments : for which reaſon the 
Crnenta Sacrificia were moſt eſteem'd 
of all others. 


XVL. 

There are many general things ob- 
ſervable 1n all or moſt of their Offer- 
ings, and of myſtical ſfienification ; as 
this : That although their Gods were 
notorioully guilty of Fraud, Rapine, 


and Violence, yet above all other Ob- 
lations 


Aa oh and fan. Ld Yo A. A. m—_— m__ +4 w__— OM ae Pry mo —R-—" PE _ OY II Yo” * a —— 


Idolatry and Sacrifices. 


lations they delighted moſt in Crea- 
tures meek and harmleſs, as Doves, 
Sheep, and Oxen ; which were not 
only better meat for their Prieſts than 
Lyons, Tygers, or the like, but alſo 
ſerved for an Emblem, to ſhew that 
ſoft and innocent Natures were or- 
dain'd for a prey to the fraudulent, 
rapacious and violent : in the obſer- 
vation whereof, the wiſe Spectators 
inſtructed themſelves to their own 
advantage and ſafety. Much to this 
purpoſe was that ſaying of an ancient 
Father, Ommes nos ſumus aut Corvi 
qui lacerant, aut Cadavera que lace- 
ra tur; according to our Engliſh Pro- 
verb, He who makes himſelf a Sheep, 
becomes a prey to the Woolf. There- 
fore Mahomet to make his Diſciples 
all Wolves, delivers this impious Do- 
arine, That he who forgives an in- 
jury does well, but he who revenges 
1t does better : ſuppoſing that a con- 
ſtant Revenge for injuries, would in 
time make men more wary of com- 
mitting them, and by conſequence 
advance Morality, Alſo Machiauil's 
deſign 
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deſign being to render his Diſciples 
{o rapacious, that they might be able 
to encounter the worſt of men, he is 
by the ingentous Bocaline 1n his Par- 
aſſus, reizmbled to a man that dri- 
ving a Flock of Sheep into a corner, 
did there take out their own Teeth, 
and-in their ſtead, gave each of them 
a ſet of Wolves Teeth ; ſo that where- 
as before one Shepherd was able to 
drive a whole Flock, now each Sheep 
hath need of a particular Shepherd, 
and all little enough too. Much to 
our purpole is it noted by Platarch, 
that great Princes in their Shields do 
ever give Creatures of Force and Ra- 
pine, as Eagles, Lyons, Dragons, and 
the like, to teach them how to main- 
tain their Grandeur : 1n reſemblance 
whereof, Herry the 4** of France had 
ever engraven upon his Ordnance 
this Motto, Ratio ultima Regum ; but 
however for petty Princes, a Fox may 


be the better Emblem. 


XVII. 
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X VII. 


Theſe Sacrifices upon extraordi- 
nary occaſions, were ever preſented 
with wonderful Solemnity and Mag- 
nificence; for according to St. Paul's 

obſervation, they holding that we 
were the Off-ſpring of the Gods, 
might probably conjecture that our 
great delight which we take 1n fo- 
lemn Shows and Muſick , might be 
originally derived into our Natures, 
from the like Spirit in the Divine 
Original Nature, of whom we pro- 
ceed : and if fo, then theſe kind of 
Solemmities ſeem proper Sacrifices to 
the Genizs of mankind, and by con- 
ſequence, would at leaſt take with 
men, if not with God. However, 
they were found to work two great 
effets upon peoples minds : the one, 
of concern to Religion; the other, to 
the State. The concern as to Reli- 
gion was, in Taifing a kind of Ve- 
neration and awful Terrour in the 
Spectators 3 which is a frame of Spirit 
moſt ſuſceptible of Devotion, exclu- 
ding 
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ding all wandring, light and vain 
thoughts. Therefore in the moſt an- 
cient times, the chief part of their Di- 
vine worſhip was celebrated in thick 
Groves ; and afterwards when they 
erected Temples, many of them were 
of magnificent ſtrucure, but ever fo 
gloomy and dark, as they were in the 
day time fain to make uſe of Lamps 
upon their Altars; for ſuch a Light 
repreſents any Show much more 
ſplendidly than open day-light : As 
we plainly ſee in our Theatres, who 


but for that advantage, would never - 


be at the charge of Lamps and Can- 
dles in the Summer time. Thele ftate- 
ly Repreſentations of their Offerings, 
with the Prieſts fantaſtical Veſtments 
and profound Gravity, was a kind of 
Acting their Religion as 1t were upon 
a Stage ; and it fared allo with that 
as with Opera's, which ever take bet- 
ter Acted, than Read : Segnizs irri- 
tant animos demiſſa per aures, quant 
gue ſunt ocnlis ſubjeFa fidelibus. The 
whole Hiſtory of moſt of their Gods, 
was at the time of their ſeveral Feſti- 
vals 
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vals very ſplendidly Acted after the 
manner of publick Plays, and gene- 
rally in dumb-ſhows, without any 
words at all ; as ſuppoſing every one 
from his Childhood acquainted with 
the Story by his Religious education. 
Theſe Shows upheld their fabulous 
Divinity many thouſand years, per- 
haps mitch longer than if they had 
grounded:it upon Argumentative dif- 
courſes: and Syllogiſms, which are 
knacks that either take not the mul- 
titude ata}, or never hold them long : 
for either the cares of the World ſtifle 
theta, or at beſt after a time they 
grow as tedious as a Fiddler that can 
play but one Tune. Beſides, theſe 
frequent Repreſentations were no 
leſs effeftual to ſtrengthen the peo- 
ples Faith, than if they heard the Ar- 
ticles of their Faith daily rehears'd 
unto them ; which is the moſt pre- 
valent way of Naturalizing a Reli- 
gion to the people, how falſe (o- 
ever: firice nothing is more frequent, 
than'to have men tell Lyes (though 
of their own inventions) ſo _ 
G 
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till in time they themſelves grow to 
believe them true. 


XVIII. 


The other concern, viz. of the State 
in thoſe great Sanguinary Sacrifices, 
was by innuring the People to ſuch 
horrid and bloudy Sights , which 
though but of Beaſts, yet doubtleſs 
tended much to the hardning of their 
hearts againſt all apprehenfions of 
bloud and death, either in themſelves 
or others; rendring them fitter for 
the Wars, and thereby more capable 
either of defending or enlarging their 
Empire. Upon this conſideration 1t is, 
that our Laws will not admit a But- 
cher to (erve upon the Jury of Life 
and Death : Alſo at the Battel of 
Edgehill it was generally obſerv'd, 
that one Foot-Regiment of Butchers, 
behaved themſelves more ſtourly than 
any other Regiment of either ſide ; 
and yet they had never before that 
time been fleſh'd in any bloud but 
that of Beaſts. To this purpoſe there- 
fore the .ancient Romans did much 
harden 
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harden the hearts of their men, by 
uſing them to various other inhumane 
bloudy Sights: as Gladiators flaugh- 
tering one another in their Amphi- 
theatres; and condemning Malefactors 
to be there torn in pieces by wilde 
Beaſts, for the diverſion of the Peo- 
ple : which occafion'd the Primitive 
Church to prohibit the Chriſtians al] 
ſuch bloudy Sights, as not intend- 
ing or approving of ſuch hardneſs of 
heart, but rather chooſing to govern 
:1n the Spirit of meekneſs and inno- 
cence, hoping thereby to gain a 
greater (ſubmiſſion : whereas the Hea- 
then Princes ( eſpecially the Romans ) 
when they arrived to that Grandeur 
as encouraged them into an ambition 
of conquering the Univerſe, defired 
in purſuance of that wicked deſign, to 
educate their people in ſuch fierce- 
neſs and inhumanity as might fit them 
for that purpoſe. And the Heathen 
Prieſts (who were certainly the wick- 
edeſt and craftieſt of men) knowing 
how ſerviceable they might be to the 
Prince, as well as the Prince to therp, 
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in a deſpotick Government, ſoon di(- 


cover'd their own intereſt, in being 
contributers to that defign. | 


XIX. 


Now conſidering theſe things, and 
where all regard of God and Nature 
was laid afide, the u(e of their Sacri- 
fices could not but be very pertinent; 
and apprehended that way, were not 
ſo abſurd as by Zxciaz and other in- 
genious perſons they are repreſented 
to have been. The common people 
were fo weak, as to be deluded into 
the 'belief of theſe Trumperies, by 
that fallacious Argument which all 
Superſtitions have ever made uſe of, 
and indeed lyes as well for one as 
another, (viz.) that the vulgar Faith 
was the ſafeſt. But however, the great 
and prudent men among them were 
not ſo ſottiſh and blind, as vot to dil- 
cern the intrinſick worthlefsneſs of 
their Superſtitions, however. taey up- 
held them for -worldly advantage 
and therefore when.a Roman General 
deferr'd to give the lignal of a Battel, 
| Wo "becauſe 
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becauſe the Soothſayers Chickens for- 
bore to eat; a young Nobleman 
ſtanding by, told him, He wondred he 
would omit ſo great an opportunity 
for ſo ſmall a thing : to whom the Ge- 
neral reply'd, Theſe things ſeem ſmall, 
but our Forefathers by regarding 
theſe little things, have made this 
Commonwealth great. And to ſhew 
that when they were not under theſe 
politick corruptions, but free to de- 
clare their own Judgments, their in- 
ward Devotion was more excellent 
than their outward Profeſſion , ob- 
ſerve what one of their own Poets ' 
delivers concerning Sacrifices : 


Non Bove mattato caleſtia numina gaudent, 
Sed que praſtandaa eſt vel ſine teſte Fides. Ov. 


FINIS. 


